
 

How to Study the Bible 

Session 4: Bible Study Resources 

 

The best resource for your study of the Bible is your Bible. We will discuss other resources as well. 

I. Your Bible 

A. Translation 

1. Different translation philosophies lend themselves to different strengths and 
weaknesses 

2. For detailed study, a more wooden or literal translation is preferable (NASB, 
ESV) 

3. Dynamic equivalence or paraphrase translations make all the interpretive 
decisions for you (NLT). These have their own strengths and can be used 
alongside other translations.   

B. Reading habits 

1. Nothing makes you a better reader than careful reading. 

2. Improve your competency and comfort with familiarity. You know this 
phenomenon from classes. 

3. As you come to know the bigger story, you begin to pick up on repeated 
themes, use of allusions, etc…   

a) You will begin to think more and more like a competent ancient 
reader, so endeavor to read large chunks of the scripture, for the sake 
of narrative flow. 

b) You should also make a habit of intense, focused study on smaller 
passage (meditation), because the text yields its riches to diligent 
students 

(1) meditation bears fruit in your life. Psalm 1 
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(2) the benefits of memorizing a passage. You don’t exhaust it, 
but rather find more and more significance in it. 

II. Other Resources 

A. Study Bible 

1. A good study Bible is an invaluable tool, with many benefits. 

2. Cross-references (not just quotes, but all common words and allusions) 

3. Information regarding context 

4. Additional study notes can be quite valuable. But they are interpretation, and 
you should weigh them. 

B. Concordance 

1. Helpful for locating other places where a word is used 

2. Strong’s (now online) 

C. Expository Dictionary 

1. helpful for understanding the meaning of a particular word (beware: 
context) 

2. Vine’s   

D. Atlas or Original Source Background 

1. familiarity with Ancient Near East culture can be quite helpful, but is not 
determinative  

2. See Josephus, Everett Ferguson. 

E. Commentaries 

1. Can be quite helpful, but must resist letting them do the work of 
interpretation for you. 

2. Realize there are varying interpretations and not all commentaries are 
created equal, or have the same goal. 

F. Good Preaching 
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G. Books on Interpretation 

1. Fee 

2. Doriani 
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