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“I Heard and Saw the Gospel”

I became involved

in RUF during my

senior year at the

University of Mary-

land, and while

you may think that

means I was only

in the fellowship

for one year, I

rented a room from

my campus pastor,

Chris Garriott, for

three years after

g r a d u a t i o n .

Through this I was

able to experience RUF through the lens of both a student

and that of a volunteer.

Living in a “ministry house,” I got a first-hand example and

training in what it meant to follow Jesus, do ministry, and

serve others with your whole life. Being a Christian and

serving in ministry was not just leading a Bible study once

a week; it meant that even something as personal as one’s

home is a means to serve others. I feel very blessed to

have been mentored by Chris and to have seen the way

that he not only preached the gospel to us, but also

prayed for each of the students in the fellowship and built

his life around caring for RUF and the students at Mary-

land. 

After getting married, my wife and I bought a home in a

neighborhood in Baltimore called Belair-Edison – we

wanted to live and raise our family in a place where we

would experience the needs of those less fortunate than

we, and be in a position to welcome our neighbors into our

home and our lives. Through our church (Faith Christian

Fellowship (PCA), where Chris’ brother Craig is our pas-

tor), I am involved in a mentoring program for young men

in Baltimore. Through this, and getting to know many of

the boys on our street, I have felt led to live as an example

of a man of God to young men who may not have their

father around.

Recently, our men’s group at church has been going

through 2 Timothy, where Paul is encouraging Timothy to

keep the faith and ensure that the message of the Gospel

did not end when Paul and the other apostles died. From

then until now, the hope of the Gospel has been passed

down through the words and lives of godly men and wo-

men. For me, RUF was a key place and time when I heard

and saw the gospel lived out. I pray that I and other RUF

alumni of my age will guard what has been entrusted to us

and spread that to our children, our city, and the world..

John Raine (UMd '07)lives in Baltimore with his wife Kris-

tina, and their children Silas and Evelyn.

Alumni News and Events

Penn State

From Joe Dentici: “We’re having our annual alumni gath-

ering April 10-12. It will involve a dinner out for alums to

reconnect with each other. Saturday morning there will be

brunch at Melissa’s and my house, and we will go eat

Saturday night where I will share along with a former stu-

dent about what God has done and continues to do with

RUF Penn State. Sunday is RUF Sunday at Oakwood

Church, where I will preach. I will also share with the

church what RUF is during the Sunday School hour.” Con-

tact Joe at jdentici@ruf.org.

University of Maryland

Stay tuned for news about an alumni event coming up this

spring. Contact Chris Garriott at cgarriott@ruf.org.

Other Schools:

Contact the campus minister at your school for informa-

tion about alumni activities. See http://rufnortheast.org.

Fall Alumni News and Events:

Our next newsletter will come out in October. If you have

alumni news to share, or know of RUF alumni events

planned for next spring or summer, contact us by October

16 and we will include them in the next newsletter. Email

us at Northeast@ruf.org.
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New York City RUF Ministry Team Retreat

Lehigh RUF Bible study training

RUF and You

Would you like to help your RUF? You can

make donations to RUF at your school here:

https://www.givetoruf.org Type the school or

campus minister you wish to support in the

box.

Remember to visit our RUF Northeast web-

site! Go to http://rufnortheast.org/  If you

would rather receive these newsletters by

email, contact us at Northeast@ruf.org.

A Gospel to be Heard and Seen

And Jesus answered them, “Go

and tell John what you hear

and see: the blind receive their

sight and the lame walk, lepers

are cleansed and the deaf

hear, and the dead are raised

up, and the poor have good

news preached to them.” Mat-

thew 11:4-5

John the Baptist was confused.

He knew he had been called to preach repentance to

Israel. He knew his job was to prepare the way for the

Messiah. He thought Jesus was that Messiah, and had

introduced Him as such to Israel. But now John was in

prison, and Jesus was not what he had expected. So John

sent some disciples to Jesus to ask Him who He was.

John, the greatest prophet of the Old Covenant, was con-

fused.

It’s not surprising that a lot of people are confused about

Jesus today. They don’t know why he came, and they

don’t know who He is. Christians can lift this confusion by

doing what Jesus did. He said, “Go and tell John what you

hear and see.” Hearing is not enough. Seeing is not

enough. People need both to hear and see Jesus at work

in the world, in their communities, in them.

John Raine heard and saw the gospel in RUF, and is try-

ing to tell and show Jesus to others. This is why RUF ex-

ists. Jesus is central in RUF, and that means that the gos-

pel is central. But if it is to be authentic, it is a gospel

which must be lived by those who proclaim it – as Chris

Garriott does at the University of Maryland and RUF minis-

ters do on campuses all over the U.S..

I hope that you are in a church where you are still hearing

and seeing Jesus every week. May God make all of us

RUF ministers, students, and alums the sort of people who

tell and show Jesus to those we meet.
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