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In Their Own Words

Last year many people appreciated the year-end com-
ments by each of the minsters I supervise. Here again are
reports from the field in their own words...

New England

We have had an exciting semester at Harvard. We’ve been
able to expand our ministry events to include a freshmen
seminar and a weekly prayer meeting. Additionally, we’ve
seen our modest size grow a little with some new students
who are excited about our work and its continued growth.
Jeremy Mullen, 1st year, Harvard University

All semester students at Yale have been wrestling with
how to integrate their calling to be students with their call
to follow Jesus. Students are discovering how liberating it
is to know that those callings are not merely complemen-
tary, but are interdependent. Kevin Nelson, 2nd year, Yale
University

We have had a very encouraging semester. We have had
20-25 new people join our group. Eddie Park, 3rd year,
Brown University/Rhode Island School of Design

Seeing the gospel pressed through students’ lives in real
ways has been the biggest encouragement this semester.
One example of this is Christine, a girl deeply struggling
with two seemingly different issues – a several year old
battle with bulemia and the deep emptiness of her success
in her pharmacy program. Neither her “ideal” weight or
her “ideal” grades were delivering the security and peace
she hoped they would. Watching her slowly grasp the
gospel, that Jesus’ costly life and death set us free from
the tyranny of our empty ideals, has been a thrill. Joey
Pensak, 5th year, University of Connecticut

Mid-Atlantic

We have been encouraged this semester to see God at
work. This fall eight students joined the local church
here, two students were joining a church for the first
time. We also witnessed three students walk away from
the ministry, indulge in sin for a few months, and then
come back to the ministry in true repentance. It was
amazing to see the fellowship of students offer those stu-
dents grace, and be a part of restoring them to Christ.
Alex Watlington, 2nd year, Penn State

Continued next page

Staying in Touch

If waiting a couple of months for your next RUF Report
is too long, I have good news! You can keep up with what
God is doing through RUF by our website and email.

This summer we launched a new website, dgreenruf.org.
Each week I post a brief report on what is going on in
RUF. It has my travel calendar, so you can see what is
coming up. You can also see more pictures than I can
print here, and they are in color!

Also each week I send out prayer requests by email. If
you would like to receive these weekly email updates,
send me an email (dgreen@ruf.org).

Thanks and Funds

This is the season of thanksgiving, and no one could be
more thankful than I am for your help in the ministry of
RUF this year. The stories you read in this newsletter all
came about because you supported us in prayer and do-
nations.

This is the season of giving, and I hope you can continue
your generosity to RUF by making a year-end contribu-
tion. Giving has been good this year, but in December we
will need double our normal monthly income to cover
our expenses. If you are not able to give, that’s OK.
Please pray for God to supply our needs.

You can use the enclosed envelope to send a donation.
Write my name on the envelope flap where it says “Field
Staff.” You can also donate online: https://www.ruf.org/
donate/ for one-time or recurring donations. Select “Staff
Member” and pick my name from the drop-down list.
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Fall Training Conference
Scott Mitchell, 2nd year, Lehigh University

University of Maryland Pizza Lunch

God is clearly at work among us. It is evident in the qual-
ity of our students. These students are not like me. It is
common in ministry to draw folks like oneself, but our
students are bright, articulate, philosophical, musical,
interesting, and likeable. Students are being drawn closer
to Jesus, are recognizing the idols that control their
thoughts and lives, and are growing in genuine care for
one another. Our fellowship has doubled in size since last
year, a further indication that God is truly at work among
us at Pitt. Derek Bates, 2nd year, University of Pittsburgh

This semester we have seen students really take owner-
ship of the ministry. We started meeting twice a month on
Sunday nights for worship and fellowship, but by Novem-
ber students wanted to meet weekly. They have started to
organize music, ice breakers, and fellowship activities.
Rob Ilderton, 3rd year, Millersville University

Each week RUF at Maryland has a “free pizza Lunch” for
the purpose of fellowship and connecting outsiders and
friends with our group. This lunch averages 20-25 stu-
dents weekly and provides a great opportunity for our
connected students to invite friends. On a large campus
like Maryland it is a crucial way to build community,
friendship, and outreach. Chris Garriott, 4th year, University
of Maryland

God has been at work this past semester as Melynn and I
have reached out to literally hundreds of non-Christian
students at Hopkins with the gospel and have had at least
20 Christ-centered conversations with different individu-
als. Please pray for the seed of the gospel to take root in
the hearts of these students and to bear fruit. Steven
Badorf, veteran in 2nd year at Johns Hopkins University

Mid-West

RUF at Purdue is off to an encouraging start! One high-
light is the ministry team that is beginning to form.
There is a group of four students who are committed to
meeting together every other week to discuss and pray
about how God might use RUF at Purdue to build His
Church and advance His Kingdom. A second is the
friendship that has developed with a Muslim student that
I met at the activities fair. We have continued to meet
together on a monthly basis to discuss the Gospel. Brian
Davis, 1st year, Purdue University

This semester I have been meeting weekly with Shar-
mishtha, a freshman at Iowa from India, and a few weeks
ago she became a Christian! Please pray for her new faith
in Jesus as she seeks follow Him with her whole life. Josh
Vahle, 2nd year, University of Iowa

Quote from Sharmishtha:
Traveling 8500 miles from India to America has a
purpose. Jesus had a plan for me. RUF opened the
gates to the kingdom of the LORD for me. I am
blessed to be with Jesus and RUFites. India is my
country and I am proud to be an Indian, but I be-
lieve in the truth of Jesus.

One of the highlights of the year for me is to see one our
female students grow in understanding God’s grace. In a
small group discussion in the book of Exodus we talked
about God’s continued mercy to a rebellious people.
Moreover, we discussed that while it is popular to make
characters in the story the heroes that we ought to emu-
late our lives after, this really misses the main point of
the Bible. That is to say, we are not the hero of the story,
but God is the ultimate hero. She replied, “I’ve never
heard that before.” Fantastic thing to hear in a discussion
when in response to God’s grace. Steve Allen, 2nd year,
University of Nebraska

This fall semester it has been such an encouragement to
see one student become a Christian through the ministry
of RUF and to see several other non-Christians coming to
RUF, (seemingly) inching their way toward faith in Jesus!
Ross Dixon, 5th year, University of Missouri

Ministry never seems to go the way you think it ought to
go. Entering this, our second year at the University of
Minnesota, we had only one student contact heading into
the fall... and she was not interested. The one and only
student that we had from our first year who had ever
heard of RUF... transferred. Our BIG chili night dinner at
the Brewer house... one student in attendance. How is



-3-

C. David Green, Area Coordinator 610-691-0988
631 Fourth Avenue DGreen@ruf.org
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania 18018 dgreenruf.org

A Ministry of the Presbyterian Church in America

University of Minnesota Bible Study

this RUF ever going to get started? Slowly but surely God
is giving us students. We are beginning to see some new
students because the students that we have our beginning
to bring their friends. Why now? Because their hearts are
beginning to come alive – with the idea that Jesus has
come to rescue and transform the world! Chad Brewer,
veteran in 2nd year at University of Minnesota

The Rest

One of the highlights of this semester has been meeting
with a medical student (that is an undergraduate degree
here in Mexico) who wandered into our large group at
the beginning of the semester. He is a Christian now, and
you will sometimes catch him engrossed in the pages of a
maroon covered Bible that his grandmother gave him a
couple of decades ago. That might not seem like a big
deal until you remember that his grandmother was a
witch doctor who had become a Christian later in life, and
his conversion was likely an answer to her prayers before
she died when he was twelve. God is at work! Peter Dish-
man, 5th year, National Autonomous University of Mexico 

The Homefront

We had a wonderful Thanksgiving. Ruth’s parents and all
her brothers and their families joined us. Only Peter and
Megan were missing. Peter was laboring on a grad school
application that was due December 1.

Daniel had tons of fun at combat school in October. His
job as a cyber analyst will take him to Afghanistan in Feb-
ruary for four months. Christopher passed the Foreign
Service exam! After the background checks are completed
he will go for five-weeks of training. He is filling the time
working at Arby’s. Stephen is playing Scrabble as I type,

hoping to delay studying for his exams. And Benjamin is
doing the last performance of The Best Christmas Pageant
Ever, playing Claude Herdman. Ruth is helping her stu-
dents with college application essays.

Christmas Reflections

He came to bright the weary ones
True peace and perfect rest;
To take away the guilt and sin
Which darken’d and distressed,

That great and small might hear His call,
Again we raise on high.

“Glory to God, and peace on earth.”
– Medieval Carol

It is always encouraging to
hear that you are meeting
your goals. That is one rea-
son why I enjoy reading
these campus reports so
much. Campus ministers
plan for ministry, hoping to
strengthen believers and
save the lost. You can feel
their joy when Christine
begins to trust Jesus instead
of her performance, Shar-

mishtha turns her back on the Hindu gods, and a Mexi-
can student is saved through the prayers of a former
witch doctor.

God had a plan for Christmas, and it was more than a
winter holiday with Santa Claus and a cute baby in a
manger. God’s plan was to send His Son to brighten His
weary people, to give us true peace and rest, and to break
the power of sin over us. This semester God has been
carrying out this plan all over the world, and RUF is part
of it. Christine, Sharmistha, and many other students are
experiencing the joy that comes from knowing Jesus.
Jesus has brightened their lives and cleansed their sin.

The angels sang, “Glory to God, and peace on earth”
when Jesus arrived to bring salvation to the world. Now
we sing “Glory to God, and peace on earth” because we
see that salvation coming to people everywhere. This
Christmas may Jesus brighten your holiday with the
peace and rest that only He can give.


