
 

Knowing and Growing in Grace 

Session 6: Restoring Relationships 

(1 hour) 

 
Note: This is likely too much material to cover in one session. Just do justice to each passage and quit 
when your time is up. 

The last thing that Jesus did for His disciples before He died was to pray for them. Let’s begin our study 
by reading John 17 to see what was on Jesus’ mind in His last hours on earth. 

Read John 17:9-23 

1. What does Jesus ask for His disciples? 
- “keep/protect” them (v. 11) 
- “they may be one” (v. 11) 
- “keep/protect them from the evil one” (v. 15) 
- “sanctify them” (v. 17) 

2. What Does Jesus mean by asking the Father to “sanctify” His disciples? 

3. What does Jesus say is the relationship between believers and the world? 
- in the world (v. 11) 
- hated (v. 14) 
- attacked by the evil one (v. 15) 
- sent into the world (v. 18) 

4. Why does the world hate us? What does it mean to be “of the world”? 

5. How should we react to the hatred of the world? Withdraw? Fight? (vv. 17-19) 

6. What does Jesus expect to be the relationship among believers? (v. 20 ff.)   

7. What does it mean for believers to be one? (v. 21) 
- relationships patterned after the trinity 

8. Why does Jesus wish us to be one?  

9. What will happen when believers are united? 
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Unity and witness are like Mom and apple pie – everybody praises them. But what does it really mean to 
be united? What does it mean to influence the world? What does such a life look like? Let’s look now at 
some scriptures which discuss specific aspects of our relationships with believers and unbelievers. 

Read Philippians 1:27-30 

10. We ordinarily think of the gospel as a message or a set of beliefs, but Paul urges the Philippians 
to live worthy of it. What does he mean?  

11. What does it mean to “stand fast in one spirit”? 

12. What does “striving together for the faith of the gospel” mean? 

13. How is boldness a proof of perdition to our adversaries? 

14. How is boldness proof of salvation to us? 

15. How does Paul view suffering? 

16. What would it mean to “strive together for the faith of the gospel” on your campus? Give 
examples. 

Read Philippians 2:1-12 

17. What is the central command in vv. 2:1-4? 
- be united 

18. What are the facets of unity that Paul mentions? 
- like-minded 
- having the same love 
- being of one accord 
- being of one mind 

19. Does Paul mean that everyone should always agree about everything? The best flavor of ice 
cream?  

20. How does verse 3 contribute to this exhortation? 
- tells how unity is achieved  

21. Is Paul recommending hypocrisy here? What if others aren’t better than you?  

22. What are some examples of applying verse 4? How can you personally apply this verse?   

23. If all this seems very hard, how can we ever do it? 
- by relying on the “consolation in Christ... comfort of [His] love...[and] fellowship  
   of the Spirit”   
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24. In 2:2 Paul tells the Philippians to be “like-minded”, “of one mind”. What does that mind consist 
of?   

25. Now in verse 5 he tells them to have the mind of Christ. What does that mean? 
a. What is the “mind of Christ”? 
b. What does that look like in us? 
c. How can we get it?   

26. Can you put verse 6 in your own words?   

27. How did Jesus shed his reputation? 
- By coming as a man 

28. How did coming as a man accomplish this? 

29. What two character traits does the cross display? 

30. Look at the “therefore” (v. 9). Can you say in a brief sentence what Paul’s argument is? 

31. What is the core point of this paragraph? 

32. How would it apply to us? 

33. How does this point fit after the previous paragraph?  

34. Read 2 Corinthians 5:18-21.   

35. What has God given us? (v. 18) 

36. What is a “ministry of reconciliation”? 
a. What does it involve?   
b. What actions does it imply? 

37. What title are we given in the passage? (v. 20)   

38. What is an ambassador? 
a. What does he do?  
b. How does he do it? 
c. What is his attitude? 

39.  How does this apply to our relationship to unbelievers? 

40. What does this mean for your relationships on campus? Be specific. 

41. Pray for God to make us more loving in our relationships, both with believers and unbelievers. 
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