
 

Knowing and Growing in Grace 

Session 8: Restored Community 

Session time: 60 minutes 

I. Man is a social creature 

A. Aristotle: Man is an animal who lives in a polis (city state) (hence why the 
Greeks would consider everyone not in a city to be subhuman. Country folk are 
non-humans.)   Point is to address lone-ranger Christianity.   

B. Scripture: “And the LORD God said, ‘It is not good that man should be alone.’” 
Genesis 2:18  

C.  Jesus’ command: “‘A new commandment I give to you, that you love one 
another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another. By this all will 
know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.’” John 
13:34-35 

D. Trinity: God is a social being, and man is made in His image. 

II. Christ has created a new community of believers (1 Peter 2:9-10) 

A. Chosen generation 

B. Royal priesthood 

C. Holy nation  

D. Special people 

E. The people of God 

1. Received mercy 

2. Praise our Savior 

F. Conclusions  

1. The new community is a living social organism 

2. The new community is an ordered organization  
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III. The church is the new version of God’s people Israel 

A. Israel was the special, chosen people (Deuteronomy 7:6) 

B. The apostles are the new patriarchs (Mark 3:13-15) 

C. The church is the new Israel (Romans 9:13-26)   

IV. Essence of the Church 

A. The ancient description of the essence of the church (from the Apostles Creed) 

B. One  

1. In doctrine  

2. In worship 

3. In affection 

4. In government 

5. Through all ages 

C. Holy  

1. Separate from the world  

2. Morally pure 

D. Catholic 

1. Universal 

2. Embraces every race, class, sex, etc. 

E. Apostolic 

1. Embraces the teaching of the apostles 

2. Not “apostolic succession” 

V. Marks of the Church 

A. The Reformation distinction of a true church versus a false one  (During the 

Reformation people were confused.  What is a church?  What counts as a church?  Is it 

anything that calls itself a “church”?) 
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B. Right preaching 

1. Sound doctrine 

2. Christ-centered sermons 

3. Sermons that touch the nerve of the congregation 

C. Right sacraments 

1. There are two sacraments: baptism and the Lord’s supper 

2. Correct administration of the sacraments 

3. We believe that infants of believers ought to be baptized, but others 
disagree 

4. We believe that sprinkling or pouring water is the desirable form of 
baptism 

5. Christ is present in the sacraments. The minister acts as the agent of 
Christ. 

6. The Lord’s supper – the ritual is not merely a reminder of an absent 
Christ 

7. Christ is not physically present in the Lord’s Supper 

a) The bread and wine remain only bread and wine 

b) Christ’s physical body is in heaven now. (Acts 2:32-33; Hebrews 
1:3) 

8. Christ is present spiritually in the Lord’s supper 

D. Right government 

1. Christ is the only head of the church 

2. Leadership by elders is the biblical pattern 

3. Deacons assist in leading the church  

4. Only men are called to lead in the church, although women play 
influential roles 

5. Rightly administered discipline 
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VI. Application 

A. Be baptized 

B. Worship every Lord’s Day in a church where there is: 

1. Reading scripture 

2. Preaching 

3. Prayer 

4. Lord’s supper 

5. And where music is an enhancement, not central   

C. Get involved in the life of the church 

1. Help in the nursery 

2. Sing in the choir 

3. Teach Sunday School 

4. Help on work days 

5. Attend congregational meetings 

6. Attend men’s/women’s events 

D. Find and join vital church 

1. Exhibits the marks of the church  

a) Sound doctrine and preaching 

b) Faithful worship 

c) Biblical administration of the sacraments 

d) Biblical leadership  
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2. Spiritually energized 

a) Gospel-centered preaching 

b) Repentance and faith 

c) Restored relationships 

d) Missional impulse and activity 

3. How to find a church 

a) Look for all the elements of worship 

b) Biblically faithful priorities 

c) Don’t focus on music 

 

 

5 


