
 

Knowing and Growing in Grace 

Session 1: Who Are We? 

 

 Session Time: 20 minutes for sections I-II 

I. Who Are We? (5 min.) 

A. Who is man? Who is God? 

B. How shall we know? 

C. We can know who we are and who God is because God has revealed Himself in the 
Bible. 

II. Who is God? (from the precourse assignment) (15 min.) 

A. Creator – Genesis 1:1-5 

B. Sovereign – Genesis 2:15-17 

C. Holy – Exodus 3:4-5; Isaiah 6:1-5 

D. Faithful – Exodus 3:6 

E. Compassionate – Exodus 3:7-10 

F. Self-defining – Exodus 3:14 

G. Eternal – Psalm 90:2; 93:2 

H. Transcendent – 1 Chronicles 29:11; 2 Chr. 6:18 

I. Immanent – Psalm 139:1-4 

J. Trinity – Matthew 28:19 
 

III. Man and Sin - Small Group Bible Study (45 min. - see page 3) 

 

 

 



    

IV. God and Sin. (15 min.)   

A. In chapter 2 of Romans, Paul argues that the Jews were no better than the Gentiles. 
Perhaps they didn’t commit the same degrading sins, but they failed to keep the laws 
God gave them. They were so bad, in fact, that the Gentiles cursed God because of 
the Jews! Paul concludes his argument in chapter 3. 

B. Read Romans 3:9-18. 

C. Paul’s conclusion about mankind is that all are sinful, wicked. “There is none 
righteous, no, not one; There is none who understands; There is none who seeks 
after God.” (3:10-11) 

D. That includes your friends and neighbors, pastors, monks, Mother Teresa, the Pope, 
your parents – and you. 

E. If all people are evil, why is it that we don’t see people doing only bad things? 
Common grace (James 1:17, Acts 17). Every good gift we have is given by God and 
we are unthankful, which highlights our wickedness; unacknowledged and 
plagiarized goodness and charity also resides in “good people” who are not 
Christians. 

F. So we return to Romans 1:18 and find that God’s judgment is just. “The wrath of 
God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men.” 
And in verse 32 we find, “the righteous judgment of God, that those who practice 
such things are deserving of death.” 

G. In summary, God is holy, good, and righteous, but we are wicked, evil, and sinful. If 
there were any justice in this world, God would destroy all people. The correct 
question is not why some people suffer in this life, but why any of us have any 
pleasure at all. 

H. Tomorrow we will see how God saves people from this horrible judgment. For now, 
let’s pray about what we have learned so far. 

V. Prayer - Small Groups (10 minutes ) 

VI. Announcements 
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Bible Study: Who is Man? 

 

Have brief introductions if there are people who do not know each other in your group. 
 

We just learned some of the chief characteristics of God. Now we’re going to learn what the Bible 
says about man. 
 

Read Genesis 1:26-30. 
 

1. What do these verses tell us about man? 
 

2. What does it mean to be made in the image of God? Does it mean that we look like God 
physically?   

● personality, morality, spirituality, will, choice, conscience, communication 
 

3. In the Ancient Near Eastern world image is more than a statue -  image equals the presence 
of deity (Harvey Conn). If ANE contemporaries believed images were the presence of the 
gods, what does it mean that you are the image of God?  
 

4. How does being made in God’s image make us different from other animals? 
 

5. What does it mean that man has dominion over the other animals? 
● rule, care 

 

6. Why should man multiply and fill the earth? 
● God creates, man (God’s image) procreates 
● manpower to rule the earth 

 

Editorial Comment:  The next chapter tells how God made a beautiful garden for man to live in and 
gave him instructions on how to take care of it. He was especially told there was one tree whose 
fruit he may not eat. Then in chapter 3 we discover that man disobeyed God and ate the forbidden 
fruit anyway. Let’s pick up the story after man’s disobedience. Let’s read Genesis 3:8-19.   
 

7. What happened to the relationship between man and God after they sinned? 
 

8. What happened to the relationship between the man and the woman? 
 

9. What was the woman’s punishment for her sin? 
 

10. What was the man’s punishment for his sin? 
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Transition Comment:  Now let’s see how sin affects people over time and throughout a culture.   

 

 Read Romans 1:18-32.   
 

11. What do men know about God?  
● eternal power and divine nature (v. 20) 

 

12. How do they know this about God? 
● God revealed it to them (vv. 19-20) 

 

13.  Which people know this about God? 
● everyone (vv. 18, 20) 

 

14. What about those who claim not to believe in God? 
● they are suppressing the truth (v. 18) 

 

15. How do people respond to God? 
● refuse to glorify and thank him (v. 21) 

 

16.  Why don’t they worship Him?  
 

17. What do they worship instead?  
 

18. How does Paul summarize why people are overcome with terrible sins in verse 22-23? 
● became foolish and corrupt (vv. 21-23) 

 

19. What is the result of false worship? (v. 24-31)   
 
Return quickly to the large group. 
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