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God’s Power in Our Weakness

If you had told me five

years ago that I would

now be in the midst of an

internship with a campus

ministry, engaged to

marry a Christian man

who wants to pursue sem-

inary, and making plans

to go on staff with RUF

long term, I would have

laughed in your face.

Since graduating with my

Masters in neuropharma-

cology from the Univer-

sity of Pittsburgh, I have

been working as an RUF intern at Penn State University.

Although many of the applications are different, God has

been teaching me altogether similar things to what he

taught me when I was coming to faith through Pitt RUF as

a graduate student. First, that Christians and non-Christ-

ians are reached and equipped in the same ways, and at

the same time through the gospel – there is no separate

message needed for believers and non-believers. Second,

that I am weak and dependent in everything. I have been

learning that not only does God also use the weak, but it’s

actually that He only uses the weak. In fact He has to

make us weak – or perhaps more accurately, make us see

our weakness – before He can use us. 

I would have laughed in your face about my current life

because five years ago I was living a double life. I had

grown up in a Christian home, but as Psalm 34 and 1

Peter say, I had not “tasted and seen of God.” God was

small to me because I didn’t have an idea of the depth of

my own sin. So with the life of a functional Naturalistic

Evolutionist, a five-year long toxic romantic relationship,

and actively pushing away anyone who threatened to love

me, I didn’t think God would or could love or use me

again. But, thankfully, this is where He met me. In his

book A Reason for God, Tim Keller describes Christianity

as “two things, repentance and faith, and a third, com-

munity.” He clarifies that community is “not really a third

thing as it is the way you go about the first two things;”

which I learned through RUF at Pitt and my church com-

munity there, as I grew in faith and repentance.

God has led and allowed me, since that time, to build

community with students of all levels of faith and skepti-

cism, to lead small group Bible studies, studies about

doubts, and to help girls fighting such things as sexual

brokenness, eating disorders and relational turmoil. I

have seen God use my weakness and struggles to help

others, and I’ve seen how I still need the message of the

gospel – how there is no separate message for skeptical

students like I was, or for the RUF intern I am now. His

power is made perfect in weakness, and thankfully He

continues to reveal weaknesses to me as I minister to

students by pointing them to the ‘lifter of our head.’

Callie Norris (Pitt ’12) is an RUF intern at Penn State. She is

engaged to James Miller, and they plan to be married this sum-

mer. She has accepted a position for next fall to go on staff with

RUF Lynchburg, focusing on Sweet Briar College for women.

Alumni News and Events

Brown/RISD:

Year-End Party on April 27. Contact Eddie Park at

epark@ruf.org for details. Look for us if you’re in town

for commencement, May 25 (Brown), May 31 (RISD).

New York City:

RUF New York had its first alumni retreat this past winter

break. RUF NYC  started about 4.5 years ago, so we are

just now getting a consistent and regular alumni base

that is both supporting and volunteering around the
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ministry. This was a fine time to reconnect as all the

alumni were also recent graduates and had a relationship

with our current students. It only seemed fitting to kick

off this new season with our alumni by doing a weekend

retreat. We went up to Garrison, NY in the middle of a

snow storm.

Over 25 former students came out. We balanced the

weekend of Bible reading and prayer time with a healthy

dose of hot cocoa and fireplace time. It was a literal re-

treat away from the city to spend time in the word, and

with each other. Afterwards we evaluated the time and the

alumni agreed we should make it an annual affair. The

topic next time: How do we integrate our faith with our

work? Contact Michael Keller at Mkeller@ruf.org for

details.

University of Pittsburgh:

Pitt RUF held its third alumni reunion last month. Hosted

by the Bates, many of our earliest members were there,

once again gathered around the family table enjoying

Luda’s fine cooking and excellent desserts. It’s been five

and a half years since those folks were first in our home

as we began our work at Pitt. Many of our recent grads

are unfamiliar with these good folks, so our reunions can

become mini-history lessons, as we recount the early days

and growth of this ministry. It is a ton of fun to have ev-

eryone back, and we look forward to another gathering

this summer. Contact Derek Bates at dbates@ruf.org for

details.

University of Maryland:

On January 15-17 RUF Maryland did something new. We

held our first Winter Ministry Team retreat at SkyCroft

Ranch outside of Frederick, MD. This was a good time of

reconnecting with nine of our student leaders (and some

potential leaders) for renewal in the gospel, prayer and

planning for the semester. Of course we also had a lot of

fun. Students were encouraged and gave lots of good

feedback as we evaluated  RUF at Maryland. Please pray

for these leaders to be filled with the Spirit and to be

empowered to love and

reach a campus in need

of the gospel. 

Look for a  June

cook-out and open

house at Chris Garri-

ott's home in College

Park. Contact Chris at

cgarriott@ruf.org for

details.

Other Schools:

Contact the campus minister at your school for informa-

tion about alumni activities. See http://rufnortheast.org.

Fall Alumni News and Events:

Our next newsletter will come out in October. If you

know of RUF alumni news or events planned for next fall

or winter, contact us by October 10 and we will include

them in the next newsletter. Email us at

Northeast@ruf.org.

Powerful with God

A powerful snowstorm swept

through the East Coast last

week. What do you need

when a powerful snowstorm

hits? A powerful snow

blower, of course! A friend

of mine said, “I parted the

mountains of snow with

aplomb, powering through

drifts, blowing through

dense, wet snow...I am the

envy of the ‘hood, as my

snow blower is bigger, more powerful, and bright red to

boot.” I don’t have a snow blower, so I was shoveling my

snow mountains by hand. A neighbor commented that I

was in pretty good shape, so now I am feeling a bit pow-

erful myself.

You don’t have to be an Olympic athlete or President of

the United States to long for power. We all want it in

some shape or form – in a machine, or muscles, or

wealth, or intelligence, or political connections. Paul

noticed that the Corinthian Christians wanted to see the

power of God. What they needed was Christ, who is the

power of God. Striving after power is a delusion. Real

strength comes from Christ, and is revealed in the weak-

nesses of His followers. Learning this was an important

turning point in Callie’s life. May God enable us all to

learn and live by this truth.

Visit our website for the latest RUF news:

http://rufnortheast.org.
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