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A Sweeter Gift

I never planned to

live in the South-

west. During my

years at NYU I

dreamed of staying

in Manhattan, or

perhaps returning

to Boston. El Paso,

Texas was not on

the short list.

But the Army had other plans, and when I learned my

husband and I would move to Texas for his first military

post, I spent nearly two years fretting about what would

become of me after we arrived. Trying to imagine our fu-

ture in the desert, making a home while my husband was

deployed overseas, starting over with a new job and a new

church, I struggled to believe that God had anything good

in store. I was simply not ready to let go of what I knew

and cherished.

Thankfully, as I desperately clung to the life I loved, God

gently unwrapped my clenched fingers and placed my

hands in His. Using my move out of the Northeast, God

has been daily reminding me that my security must be

found in Him alone. Not in a city. Not in a ministry. Not

even in my marriage.

During college RUF was a place of safety, comfort and

affirmation, unlike anything I had known before. New

friends boldly confronted their own sin and humbly con-

fessed and repented of it before others. I received pasto-

ral care that was individual, nuanced and grounded in the

reality my pastor was as broken as the students he loved,

as much in need of the gospel. I was part of a church that

spoke a language I understood, and more importantly that

my non-believing friends could comprehend. It was diffi-

cult to fathom a better fit than this. This was home.

And yet RUF constantly compelled me to look beyond the

group. While the ministry was a “resting place for weary

Christians,” it was not an escape for complacent ones. We

were always reminded that the love, grace and accep-

tance that deepened our attachment to the group were

products of the Spirit’s work in us, work that could and

would be done no matter where we went in life. This was

not a once in a lifetime community. We were simply wit-

nessing the faithful work of a God who continually pursues

us, promising to make all things new.

It is this knowledge of how remarkably God works in the

unremarkable that has filled me with hope and strength

for a season of great transition. Luke and I have been

learning to depend on God in the most desperate way. If

RUF encouraged us to study our Bible and seek out com-

munity, we are now learning that such things are as nec-

essary as breathing. God is asking us to let go of much

this year. He is slowly removing many sweet and wonder-

ful gifts that I so easily value above Him. But in their place

He is granting a truer, sweeter dependence on Him. He is

showing me that in my greatest want He meets my every

need. And for the first time I feel secure in that which I

know will never be taken from me.

Dana (Skerry) Proctor (NYU '13) is an RUF intern at New

Mexico State University. She was married this summer to

Luke (West Point '13) who just arrived in Turkey for a

year-long deployment.

Alumni News and Events

University of Maryland

Maryland RUF alums continue to enter into the state of

marital bliss! We congratulate:

Students from the University of Vermont at Fall Conference
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Yan and Alexis Li, July 2014

Jon and Adeline Vanik, August 2014

Rob and Kate Gicking, September 14

Chris and Rachel Smith, October 2014

And upcoming Adam Smith and Nora Lee, January 2015

University of Pittsburgh

RUF at PITT celebrated weddings on back-to-back week-

ends this October. JJ Bianco, now finishing up at Cove-

nant Theological Seminary, married Camden St. Claire on

October 12. The following weekend Jared Wright wed

Meaghan Polnar, and all manner of RUF folks were in at-

tendance. 

With RUF folks in town from places like Seattle, and Chey-

enne, WY, we held an alumni party on Sunday, October

19, with about 25 folks in attendance. It was a peculiar joy

to have to introduce people to one another, our little start

up RUF being old and large enough now that folks don't

know one another. It was a great evening, and we look

forward to another like it in the near future.

Spring Alumni News and Events:

Our next newsletter will come out in February. If you have

alumni news to share, or know of RUF alumni events

planned for next spring or summer, contact us by January

31 and we will include them in the next newsletter. Email

us at Northeast@ruf.org.

Would you like to help your RUF? You can

make donations to RUF at your school here:

https://www.ruf.org/donate/ or scan this QR

code ➔

Visit our RUF Northeast website! Each week

a campus minister posts some new develop-

ment among our RUF ministries. Go to

http://rufnortheast.org/  or scan this code ➔

The Sweetness of Jesus

O God, you are my God; ear-

nestly I seek you; my soul

thirsts for you; my flesh faints

for you, as in a dry and weary

land where there is no water.

My soul will be satisfied as

with fat and rich food, and my

mouth will praise you with joy-

ful lips, when I remember you

upon my bed, and meditate on

you in the watches of the night;

for you have been my help, and in the shadow of your

wings I will sing for joy. Psalm 63:1,5-7

I love pumpkin pie. And minced meat pie, and Christmas

pudding, and egg nog, and peppermint mocha latte and all

manner of sweet things. We’re approaching the time of

year when one thinks of such delightful treats. More won-

derful even than pumpkin pie is my wife!

In this psalm David describes the rich joy of knowing God.

He discovered, as Dana is discovering, that God is

sweeter, richer, and more wonderful than food, or even

husband or wife. Now that’s saying something! May Jesus

grant all of us to know Him so intimately, to savor His

sweetness.

Millersville RUF serving snow cones during Welcome Week

Large Group Meeting at Brown/RISD
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